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Curriculum Overview: Casic Concept and Applying Knowledge
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Further information about learning

Units of study and
progression frameworks

Essential skills

Approaches to reading

Approaches to numeracy

Accredited learning at KS4

2020-21

Units of study provide the detail about key concepts, vocabulary and learning that should be taught,
written by subject specialists. The progression frameworks for each subject define key learning goals at
Basic Concept and Applying Knowledge levels. Progression is planned for and secured by using this to
identify prior achievement and plan for next steps, so that each time a child revisits a strand of the
curriculum, they have opportunities to refine or learn new skills, acquire new knowledge and deepen their
understanding.

Essential skills promote independence and learning. They are divided into four key areas:
Communication, Learning Skills, Social Skills and Self-Help Skills. These areas are planned for and taught
discretely as well as integrated into daily routines.

Reading and comprehension is tfaught through a top down approach to help children develop
comprehension and the overall meaning of texts. Structured comprehension methods and visual supports
are used to encourage whole word recognition as well as an understanding of language and text. A love
of reading is promoted throughout the school by high quality text and genres to develop children’s
curiosity and interest and promote symbolic and imaginative thinking. Phonics is taught alongside word
recognition if a child’s working memory capacity and understanding supports it.

The teaching of Numeracy is influenced by the work of Haylock and Cockburn. This approach draws
together symbols, language, imagery and concrete experiences in maths in order to create a solid
foundation of mathematical knowledge.

AQA unit awards are used to accredit children’s achievements in areas they show strengths and interests.
Units are written and record the achievement of children chosen from the areas of creative, life skills,
physical and citizenship and PHSE. The units offer learners the opportunity to have their achievements
formally recognised with a cerfificate.
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