
Friday 7th July 2023 
 

Head Teacher’s Message 
 

What a busy few weeks we have had as we approach 
the end of term.  We are packing as much in as we can 
into the last few weeks and hope you will be able to 
join at least one of our end of term activities.  
 
Firstly, we would like to say thank you for your 
patience and understanding during the NEU strikes this 
week.  We are very much hoping this will be the last of 
the strike action, that teachers will get a fair pay deal, 
subsidised by the government and that there will be a 
return to normal.  However, as you know, this is a very 
changeable situation and at the moment almost all 
teaching unions are out to ballot at the moment so 
that there is a plan if needed in the autumn term.  Of 
course we will keep you up to date with developments 
as they happen.  
 
Thank you to all of you who attended our Sports Day 
last week.  It was an amazing day of events at both 
schools and we had a record breaking number of 
parents.  It really was lovely to see you all.  
 
We were very proud to hear that our very own John 
Camp, CEO of the Compass Partnership of Schools, to 
which we belong, has been awarded an OBE for his 
services to education.  John is such an amazing 
advocate for Willow Dene and our community, so we 
were delighted with this news.  Next year, John will 
also become President of the Association of School and 
College Leaders, which is a national organisation.  It 
will mean that he will be able to raise the profile of 
special schools and the things that affect special  
 

 
 
 
schools with a national audience.  So, we were very 
proud to be chosen, alongside Alderwood school to be  
filmed for John’s Presidency film on Monday this week. 
With the school looking beautiful, the film crew saw 
children, swimming, at Forest School, cycling and other 
areas.  It was their first time in a special school and at 
the end of filming the film crew told us what a 
beautiful school we have and described their 
afternoon as ‘a visual feast’!  
 
This week we have our final two residential stays or 
‘school journeys’ of the year.  The Big Night Sleepovers 
at Oakmere Road include a night out for our Big Night 
Out group which this year is to The Selfie Factory at the 
O2.  Our Big Night In group have plans closer to home 
with cooking an evening meal and film night on the 
agenda! We look forward to sharing photos on Twitter 
@willowdenesch.   
 
We will finish next week with our Summer Fete on 

Saturday 15th July.  With everything from stalls, to 

horse rides and a petting zoo, we are aiming to finish 

the year with a huge celebration.  Bring your friends 

and family. We can’t wait!  

 

Rachel 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WILLOW DENE SCHOOL 



 

DORMOUSE CLASS 

Dormouse have had a very 
exciting start to the term with a 
fantastic trip to the Ministry of 
Sound, along with their friends 
in Pool Frog class. 
 
We had so much fun dancing, 
watching the lights and feeling 
the vibrations of the music in 
the incredible space, which we 
had all to ourselves!  

 
In preparation for the adventure, we had put together 
our very own playlists for the MoS DJs to sample. It 
was so exciting to hear our chosen songs mixed 
together and played in a totally immersive space! We 
also had the amazing opportunity to play on the decks 
and practice our DJing skills. It was a day to remember!  
 

 

PARENTS EVENING 

Next week we are looking forward to parents evening. 

This year we are trying a new format.  As well as the 

multi-professional fair taking place in the large hall, 

every class group has chosen something fun to do as a 

social event together with their parents.  We have 

produced a menu of what is on offer and there is 

everything from a drumming workshop to a garden 

party.  We hope you will come and talk and have a lot 

of fun with us.  It also means that is your child is 

changing class you will be able to meet the new 

teacher.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOVERNORS MEETING 

Last week we also had our last Governor meeting of the 

year.  In the morning we had a presentation from Mark 

Clayton which explained the impact of our Cost of Living 

Core Priority this year and also a presentation about our 

plans for sixth form.  We will be sharing this presentation 

with our Year 11 parents on the 18th July.  Look out for 

letters about this coming soon. 

 In the afternoon we looked at our new Core Priorities for 

23/24.  These seven areas are all things that we agree are 

priorities for Willow Dene for next year and they will form 

the basis of our school development plan.  We look forward 

to sharing them with you in September. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

Playscheme Signup - 4th,5th and 10th July 2023 

Big Night Out & In – Complex Needs and ASD groups – Oakmere Road - 7th -8th July 2023 

Year 6 Leavers Event - Swingate Lane - 11th July 2023 

Parent’s Evenings - 12th July 2023 

Year 11 Leaver’s/ Alumni Event at Oakmere Road – 13th July 2023 

Leavers Lunch – 14th July 2023 

Summer Fete – 15th July 2023 

6th Form Meeting with Parents - 18th July 2023 

Last Day of Term – 21st July 2023 



AllKidsCan Short Breaks Information Sessions 

AllKidsCan are now able to offer Specialist Short Breaks during school holidays to children aged 5-10 years with ASD, 

learning difficulties and/or complex medical/health needs.  They provide various types of on-site and off-site activities 

such as cooking, arts and crafts, sensory activities, multi-sport sessions, music and performing arts as well as trips out 

to places such as zoo/farm trips, bowling, trampoline parks, museums, parks and seaside trips (weather 

permitting!).  They provide a one week summer club during the summer holidays (not available to children who 

already have a place on the Willow Dene Summer Play Scheme) and holiday clubs throughout all the other school 

holidays (with the exception of the Christmas break). 

AllKidsCan came to the Willow Dene coffee morning on Tuesday 20th June, and also held a tour of the spaces of their 

base at Shooters Hill College on Monday 26th June.  At the tour we met Chris Eather, Director and Jessica Hobday, 

Inclusion Assistant Manager (see photo).  During the tour we got to see the facilities used during the provision, and 

asked lots of questions.  We were able to see the sensory room, theatre/cinema room, independent living space, 

outdoor spaces, and a new child-friendly space that will be opening in September.  All spaces have level access and 

there's a changing places toilet and mobile hoist. The tour concluded with a video of parent's sound bites who already 

use the service and accompanying pictures of the children enjoying the activities, who gave us a greater understanding 

of what they like about the provision and why AllKidsCan are a valued and trusted resource for them.  

To find our more about AllKidsCan you can: 

• read this leaflet https://online.fliphtml5.com/srsti/sckr/  

• contact them by email or phone e: shortbreaks@allkidscan.co.uk t: 020 8836 8906 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Woodlark City Garden 

Next week is the grand opening of our City Garden.  

We have been working hard with the support of family 

and friends of Woodlark to bring to life our garden.  

The inspiration for this garden came from JJ one of our 

Woodlark students.  Our garden will be dedicated in 

memory of Katie Allix, Primrose and JJ who will always 

be remembered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fonline.fliphtml5.com%2Fsrsti%2Fsckr%2F&data=05%7C01%7CSSmith%40willowdene.compassps.uk%7Ca698cb8eec2b489aed7608db7ed26eb4%7Cf1c488425a3e4a7398d9cdd4b5f00899%7C0%7C0%7C638243214549758926%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=F2Ny5AucvvRF8q0HFE3uJbqDyHOgavD05JuIuIulrPY%3D&reserved=0
mailto:shortbreaks@allkidscan.co.uk


SPORTS DAY 
 

Last week we celebrated out annual Sports/MOVE day, 
inviting our families and friends to join us for a 
morning or afternoon of fun and games. 
 
 

For our sensory learners with complex needs we had a 
sensory trail with activities based on sight, touch, 
smell, and parachute games. 
 
 

For our active learners there were some races, 
dressing up, bean bag toss and hook a duck. 
 
 

All children had the opportunity to go in the foam 
party and experience the foam falling down from the 
sky. The children had lots of fun and really enjoyed 
themselves with all the different activities. 
 
 

We would like to send our thanks to Xentric Events for 
supplying the foam parties and Cherie Bennet from 
Morrisons at Thamesmead for our helium balloons. A 
special thanks to all the hard work from our specialist 
teams in helping to set up and welcome guests for the 
day. 
 
 

We had a record breaking number of parents so thank 
you for your support. We look forward to seeing you 
again next year! 
 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


